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Marin's boyfriend is in Puerto Rico. She shows us his letters and makes
us promise not to tell anybody they're getting married when she goes
back to P.R.
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They are the only ones who understand me. I am the only one who
understands them. Four skinny trees with skinny necks and pointy

elbows like me.
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Then he starts it up and all sorts of things start happening. It's
like all of a sudden he let go a million moths all over the dusty
furniture and swan-neck shadows and in our bones. It's like drops
of water. Or like marimbas only with a funny little plucked sound
to it like if you were running your fingers across the teeth of a

metal comb.
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[ like coffee, I like tea.
I like the boys and the boys like me.
Yes, no, maybe so. Yes, no, maybe so.
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but [ believe she doesn't come out because she is afraid to speak
English, and maybe this is so since she only knows eight words. She
knows to say: He not here for when the landlord comes, No speak
English if anybody comes, and Holy smokes. 1 don't know where she
learned this, but [ heard her say it one time and it surprised me.
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Her father calls every week to say, "Mija, when are you coming home?"
What does her mother say about all this? She puts her hands on her
hips and boasts, "She gets it from me." When the father is in the room,
the mother just shrugs and says, "What can [ do?" The mother doesn't
object. She knows what it is to live a life filled with regrets, and she
doesn't want her daughter to live that life too. She always supported

the daughter's projects, so long as She went to school.
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The woman [ once was wrote the first three stories of house in one
weekend at lowa. But because I wasn't in the fiction workshop, they
wouldn't count toward my MFA thesis. [ didn't argue; my thesis advisor
reminded me too much of my father. I worked on these little stories on
the side for comfort when I wasn't writing poetry for credit.
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[ couldn’t trust my own voice, Norma. People saw a little girl when they
looked at me and heard a little girl's voice when I spoke. Because [ was
unsure of my own adult voice and often censored myself, I made up
another voice, Esperanza’s, to be my voice and ask the things I needed
answer to myself - “Which way?” [ didn't know exactly, but I knew
which routes I didn't want to take - Sally, Rafaela, Ruthie - women

whose lives were white crosses on the roadside.
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